information is not always included in the current volume or in past years. In any case, this latest effort of the editors, contributors and checkers of "Biochemical Preparations" will be appreciated by experimental biochemists. GEORGE Physicians, particularly internists, pediatricians, and house officers, have traditionally performed simple laboratory tests on their patients. A great spurt in medical education occurred in the past century when-the young physician was introduced into the clinical laboratory to obtain data on his patients by means beyond that of a history and physical examination. A few physicians of the old school still retain respect for examination of a peripheral smear, the urine sediment, or the test for occult blood, and perform these tests themselves as an integral part of their examination of the patient. The younger, hurried physician or student may want to know the plasma cortisol before he has inspected the peripheral smear or the endogenous creatinine clearance before he has seen the urinary sediment. He is not acquiring the direct laboratory experience that his predecessors had. Following this book he can easily do so.
The Syllabus of Laboratory Examinations started by Ham and continued by Page, Culver, thirty-one contributors and sixteen critics (mostly from the Harvard family) provides detailed technical information which enables physicians and particularly house officers to perform tests. Explanations are provided for physiologic variations and pathologic physiology. The chapters cover definition of units, range of normal values for an extensive list of tests, statistics, techniques of hematology, elements of blood banking, urine examination, interpretation of various organ functions, endocrinology, cardiac catheterization, and many other significant topics.
The Editors are to be commended for having integrated the efforts of many collaborators. That portability has been sacrificed is apparent from the size of the volume: 580 pages and 1440 grams. It is not to be carried in the side pocket! Nevertheless, the volume is easy to read, easier than the previous edition, and it has a hard cover compared to the previous soft one.
The Syllabus is highly recommended for inclusion on the bookshelves of practicing physicians, medical investigators, house officers, students, and technicians as a valuable reference for information on how to do a test or interpret it in a field currently called Clinical Pathology. It is the best of its kind today. DAVID SELIGSON 405 
